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to the great Catholic Powers in Europe, and in this appeal Napoleon's
vivid and fantastic imagination saw an opportunity for killing
several birds with one stone. He determined to place upon the
throne of Mexico the Archduke Maximilian, brother of the Emperor
Francis Joseph of Austria. His candidate was well chosen. Maxi-
milian was not only the brother of the Emperor of Austria, but the
son-in-law of King Leopold of Belgium, and had won personal
reputation as the Governor of Lombardy and Venetia. His pro-
motion might, therefore, be expected to gratify the French Clericals,
and the powerful family interests of Hapsburgs, Orleans, and Saxe-
Coburgs. Moreover, Juarez gave Napoleon a legitimate pretext for
interference by the repudiation of the Mexican debt. England and
Spain agreed to join France in enforcing payment, and in protecting
the persons and properties of their subjects in Mexico. To the
demand of the three Powers, backed up by imposing force, Juarez
quickly assented. England and Spain, therefore, withdrew ;
Napoleon, whose ulterior designs had not been revealed to his con-
federates, did not. Alone he embarked on an enterprise destined to
culminate in a terrible tragedy, to cheat all his hopes and to react
disastrously upon his position in France.